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A Standout Year of  Volunteerism 

Over the past year, we’ve received an abundance of assistance from a range of fantastic 
people who worked with Friend for Life staff and board members to strengthen our 
organization. Deepest thanks to all~ 

We welcomed a bumper crop of new Peer Navigators, several of whom are pictured 
above. In addition, we couldn’t do the work we do without faithful office volunteers 
Beverly Cronk and Sara O'Neil. More recently, Madison Harper, Melissa Lucas Bailey, 
Jan Eastburn and Frank Grubbs have assisted with special projects. Y’all rock! 

Retired or transitioning business executives  Janet Sims, Chris 
Hermann, Craig Grant, Gordon Strauss, MD, and Tom Monahan 
provided guidance to staff and board through Encore Louisville. 

University of Louisville School of  
Business senior Brittney Barbour 
(right), performed a human 
resource assessment and report 
and assisted with a business 
partnership proposal, as part of a course designed by  
Management Professor Dr. Frank Kuzmits. The course 
pairs students with local nonprofits. 

Holy Cross High School seniors 
Jacob Kuerzi and Braxton Mattingly (above) completed a service 
project with Friend for Life and organized a golf scramble that 
raised over $1,300 for the organization. 

Last, but far from least, Wanda Dudley (right) did her practicum 
with us this year  while completing her Master’s in Social Work 
through the Kent School’s Oncology Social Work program. 
Congratulations and tremendous thanks, Wanda! 

 

"I am writing to thank you so 

much for connecting us. She is the 

perfect match for me! S is a 

wonderful person and has been a 

true source of invaluable 

information and emotional 

support. I am so happy that I 

called Friend for Life.” 

mailto:staff@friend4life.org
http://www.friend4life.org
mailto:@FFLCancerSprt
http://www.facebook.com/FriendforLifeCancerSupportNetwork/
https://www.leadershiplouisville.org/encore-louisville/
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A Year In Snapshots  

Top row: Becky Gross speaks from the heart at An 

Evening with Friends 2015; Phil Meeks and grand-

daughter Maddie  were featured for the month of March 

2016 in the BMT Infonet Calendar, and Colleen Johnson, 

cancer survivor and multi-marathoner, poses with a 

trophy. All are Peer Navigators with Friend for Life. 

Middle row: Holy Cross seniors Jacob Kuerzi and Braxton 

Mattingly present a check to FFL staff, proceeds from a 

golf scramble they organized; Barry Cecil facilitates 

training of Peer Navigators. 

At right, FFL Peer Navigators tour downtown Louisville 

on a hot summer’s day. 
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Did you know that Friend for Life Cancer Support Network provides support nationwide? Several Peer 

Navigators place pins where they’ve supported others  facing cancer.  

Left column, top to bottom: Letha Curtsinger, Jim Hartigan, Maxine Horton 

Middle column: Alex Rohleder, Marian Lancaster, Mari Hammer 

Right column: Barbara Gardner, Marty Horrar, Susan Booth, Lydia Bond, Susanna Sugrue 
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Mark your Calendars 

Upcoming events to support and celebrate Friend for Life Cancer Support Network 

Monday, April 11, 5p – 10p  Village Anchor kickback night 
Tuesday, May 24 (all day)  Kentucky Gives Day 
Summer, 2016    Comfy Cow Ice Cream Social for Peer Navigators 
Saturday, August 27, 2016, 5:30 10th annual An Evening with Friends 
Thursday, September 15 (all day)  Give Local Louisville 
Monday, September 26, 5p – 10p  Village Anchor kickback night 

 

We will forever hold in our hearts fond memories of these treasured volunteers  who passed away in 2015. 

Nora White 

Jane Fuller 

Clara Sargent 

Betty Reuther 

Tina Denniston 

Pat Goodloe 

Carol Knizek 

Brenda Chene 

Julie Venetianer 

Upcoming Events and Opportunities 

I think my association with Friend for Life is one of the most satisfying things 
I've ever done.   ~ Brenda Chene 

An Evening with Friends 2015 introduced two new awards named 
in honor of Friend for Life Cancer Support Network co-founders 
Phil Bramblette and Chuck Sandmann. We were honored by the 
presence of Phil and Chuck’s families at the event. Awardees are 
listed below. 
 

The Friend for Life Bramblette Award  
for Outstanding Support by a Business or Corporation 

Norton Cancer Institute 
Baptist Health Louisville 
LDG Development and Friends 
RFX Technologies  

 

The Friend for Life Sandmann Award  
for Outstanding Support of an Individual or Family 

Jude Gallagher 
Ruby Gordon 
Mark Klein 
Barb Lechner  
Tammy McClanahan  
The Jecker Family 

The Friend for Life Bramblette and Sandmann Awards 

In Grateful Remembrance 

Board member Steve Jecker accepts the 

Friend for Life Sandmann Award on 

behalf of the Jecker family 

Friend for Life Cancer Support Network received a 

record 1,534 requests for peer support, interest in 

volunteering, and/or information during 2015 

http://www.villageanchor.com/
https://kynonprofits.org/hire/KyGivesDay
http://www.thecomfycow.com/
https://www.givelocallouisville.org/
http://www.villageanchor.com/
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Thank you to our Donors 
In Honor (honorees in bold) 
Alicia Ellsworth 
Stephen A. Linker 
 

All women with breast cancer 
Susan Booth 
 

Barb and Mark Lechner 
Sherry Kaufman 
 

Denny Carr 
BD and DL Hickman 
Chris and Karen Knopf 
Douglas and Judith Kronenberg 
E. Allen Glass and Linda K. Ison 
Jim and Kay Jorgensen 
John and Jaye Lavalle 
Linda G. Smith 
Steve and Debbie Jecker 
Wynn Everett-Allen and James Allen 
 

Carol Somplatsky-Jarman 
Bill Somplatsky-Jarman 
 

Gayle England and Pete Norling 
Jim and Kathy Jo Pullen 
 

Geetha Joseph, MD 
Sam Swope Family Foundation 
 

Ruth Jecker 
John and Jane Gumbel 
 

 

Annette Weikel 
Jim and Patsy Catlett 
Sandra L. Smith 
Ruby Gordon 
Simon Wolf 
 

Patsy and Jim Catlett 
Pam and Steve Catlett 
Richard and Victoria Buckley 
Sandra L. Smith 
Scott and Celia Catlett 
Don and Carolyn Snow 
 

Judy, Nicole and FFL Volunteers 
Evangeline Rich 
Jaime L. Studts 
Marian K. Lancaster 
Patrick L. Vaughn 
 

Susan Omer 
Ruby Gordon  
 

Gordon Strauss 
Duncan Strauss 
Erica Strauss 
 

Jeffrey B. Hargis, MD 
Lydia Bond 
 

Nicole Guffey Wiseman 
Mason Wiseman 
 

Mr. and Mrs. Big John Richardson 
John F. Richardson 

In Memory 
 

Ernestine Webb 
Annette Weikel 
 

Dr. Arthur Kasey, Jr. and Ruth Prinz Kasey 
Arthur R. Kasey, III 
 

Kay Armstrong 
Ben Armstrong 
Beth Armstrong Fangman 
 

Marianne Bailey 
Beth Fangman 
 

Brenda L. Chene 
Dotti Russell 
Ruby Gordon 
Patsy Catlett 
Annette Weikel 
John W. Murner 
William R. Chene 
Timothy B. Lair 
Jeanette Giska Flesch 
 

Joel Talton Embry 
John and Judy Kasey 
 

Mary Clark 
Tami L. Milburn 
 

Maryellen Kantz 
Patricia McBride 
 

Mike Harlan 
Tiffany Hibbs 
 

Pat Goodloe 
Ruby Gordon 
 

Paula Shafer 
Patricia McBride 
 

Phil Bramblette 
Mike and Tara Gnau 
 

Charles I. Sandmann 
Major General Dulaney L. O’Roark, Jr. 
Mary Eileen Sandmann 
 

Sidney Paul 
Shirley Paul  
 

Shelley McDonnaugh  
Christine Ward  
 

Julie Venetianer 
Marty and Joan Steiner 
 

Piatt Sullivan 
Edward P. Sullivan 
 

Walter John  and Wilberta Houlette 
Judy Kasey Houlette 
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General Donations 
Alan and Janice Glaubinger 

Alex Rohleder 

Allison Goatley 

America’s Window 

Amy Hamm 

An Hamman 

Andrea Lauago 

Andrea Schrager 

Andree Mondor 

Association of Government Accountants,  

  Central Kentucky Chapter 

Barbara Dusel 

Barbara L. Nicholas, SL 

Bart and Lori Bushong 

Becky Coy Gross 

Becky Rush Button 

Bijaya Shrestha  

Blake and Lori Rosbury 

Brandi Scott 

Bryan K Stearns  

Carla Hermann, PhD* 

Carlene Laseter 

Carol Braha 

Cassandra Culin 

Charity Bass  

Charles and Annette Lee 

Cheryl Lawrence 

Chris Brown 

Christopher J. Brown, Jr. 

Courtney McCoy 

Dario’s Closet 

David Robinson  

Dennis and Verdella Carr 

Denny K. Hurst 

Eileen T. Polley 

Emily Howard 

Eric Pope 

Erin Klarer 

Frank C. Grubbs 

Giampaolo and Kyle Bianconcini 

Gigi East 

Gordon D Strauss  

Harold and Bea Combs 

Heather Totten  

Hugh and Delia Walker 

J Michael Erskine, Jr 

Jacob Rutledge 

James and Rebecca Collings 

Jan Eastburn 

Jason R Howard  

Jeff and Stacy Allen 

Jeff and Mindy Rizzo 

Jessica Wilson Wethington  

Jim and Charlie Leason 

Jim and Tina Harper 

Jimmy and Sallie Guffey 

Jody Meredith 

John and Judy Kasey 

Joseph and Christie Spencer 

Josh Clauser 

Joshua Christensen and Supra Parthasarathy 

Joyce Smith  

Jude and Brian Gallagher 

Judy Kasey Houlette 

Julie Garrison 

Karen Donahue 

Kasia Harshaw 

Kate Ward 

Kris Fannin 

Kyle Miller 

Laura Mitchell  

Marian K. Lancaster 

Mark McCloud and Karen Willis 

Mary Alice Tolbert 

Mary Louise Sandman 

Mary Mohr 

Matt and Elizabeth Brenner  

Melanie Byrnes  

Melody Mayes  

Meredith Stack  

Michael and Kathleen Crawley 

Nancy Brown  

Nancy C. Reynolds 

Nicole Guffey Wiseman  

Patricia McBride 

Ralph M. Hughes 

RFX Technologies 

Richard and Sarah Newell 

Richard and Tonya Michelson 

Richard Heimler 

Richmond Simpson 

Roy Olpin  

Ruby Gordon 

Sam Swope Family Foundation 

Sandra Rodgers  

Shirley’s Way 

Simon Wolf 

Sowmya Srinivasan, MD* 

Steve and Debbie Jecker 

Steve Hill* 

Sue Guffey 

Susan Churchman 

St. Edward Parish 

T.W. and Cynthia B. Frentz 

Velocity BioGroup Inc  

W. Neale and Karen Bennett  

William J Jarman  

 

*Indicates monthly recurring donors 
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Thank you to our 

supporters! 
 “Thank you for allowing me 
the opportunity to be a 
volunteer with [Friend for 
Life]. I have learned so much, 
grown so much from this 
experience. I give back and 
this makes me feel good but I 
really get a lot more than I 
give.”  

 ~ recent feedback from a 
Friend for Life Peer Navigator 

Sponsors 

Norton Cancer Institute: Changemaker Level Sponsor 
Baptist Health Louisville: Mentor Level Sponsor 

KentuckyOne Health: Supporter Level 

The Oliver Group: Supporter Level 

University of Louisville School of Medicine: Supporter Level 

Eli Lilly and Company: Friend Level 

Grants 

Louisville Metro Council 

Susan G. Komen for the Cure, Louisville Affiliate 

Zonta Club of Louisville 

Kentucky Breast Cancer Research Trust Fund 

 

Workplace Giving 

Community Health Charities of Kentucky 

 

Fundraisers 

Bobby Nichols Golf Scramble 

Brackets for Good  

Kroger 

Give Local Louisville 

GoodShop 

GoodSearch 

Kentucky Gives Day/Giving Tuesday 

Network for Good 

Akasha Brewing Company’s Pintwood Derby 

Village Anchor Restaurant 

 

In Kind 

Baptist Health Louisville 

RFX Technologies 

Whole Foods 

McAllister’s Catering 

At left: Friend for Life’s entry in the 

Pintwood Derby sponsored by 

Akasha Brewing Company. Our entry 

was crafted by John Kasey and Judy 

Kasey Houlette and won one heat! 

http://www.akashabrewing.com/


Friend for Life Cancer Support 
Network 

4003 Kresge Way, Suite 100 

Louisville, KY  40207-4652 

 

Phone: 502.893.0643 

Fax: 502.896.3010 

E-mail: staff@friend4life.org 

SAVE THE DATE! 

An Evening with Friends 2016 

An event to support the work and mission of Friend for Life Cancer Support Network 

Saturday, August 27, 2016 

Audubon Country Club, 3265 Robin Road, 40213 

Doors open at 5:30 

 

Keep up to date by visiting: www.friend4life.org/events ; follow us on Facebook; send us an e-mail: staff@friend4life.org, 

or give us a call (502) 893-0643.  

http://www.eventbrite.com/e/an-evening-with-friends-2016-tickets-24098680803
http://www.friend4life.org/events
https://www.facebook.com/FriendForLifeCancerSupportNetwork

